
CATRON PAYS THE BILL.

Half a Million Bricks Paid for at Last.

Tint Noiiliniitloil of l ilt rim ix of Sonic
lteilffll to the Territory of

New Mexleo.

A week ago last Saturday there was ti

rousing democratic ratification meeting
at Santa Fe. Delegate Joseph was there
and in the course of his remarks he said :

Mr. Catron is the head of the republi-
can party in this territory and he is an
attorney of ability and prominence. Hut
what has he done for Santa Fe and New
Mexico? Nothing at all to prove his
faith by his works. It is true that he
has built a handsome residence in your
midst with the nut stone taken from the
Federal building. But somehow Mr.
Catron has failed to pay for the property
thus taken from the national govern-
ment without, its consent. Fellow citi
zens, it 1 hud done tins instead ot iUr.
Catron, it is hardly necessary to say that
I would not lxs addressing vou here to-

night. 1 would instead Ije keeping com-
pany with your county commissioners
over at the pen. Mr. Catron has done
more than this. Me has built a hand-
some block on the east side of your plaza
and it is really an ornament to your city.
The bricks of which it is constructed
were secured from the territorial

but Mr. Catron has not
found time to settle for them.

On Monday following the delivery of
this speech, Mr. Catron found time to
pay the territory for the bricks which
hud been used in his building. On the
next day the New Mexican printed the
following which is interesting reading:

The nomination of Thomas It. Catron
by the Socorro convention as the repub-
lican candidate for delegate has unex
pectedly proved a lenelit to the people
ni New Mexico: for it yesterday resulted
in a transfer of $1 ,802.1 1 from the private
coffers of Thomas I!. Catron to the terri-
torial treasury which has so long been
kept out of its lights in this matter.

And thereby hangs a tale :

During the year 1890, Thomas li. Cat-
ron decided to build on the east side of
the plaza an elaborate building to stand
us nn ornament to his name and to lie
known to generations yet .unborn us the
Catron block.

In casting ab mi for the means of creel-
ing this ediliee around whose existence
so many of his ardent ambitions were to
cluster, Mr. Catron contrived to make a
low rate for the manufacture of his brick
bv the penitentiary convicts.

ot
nished mm at the low rate of per 1,000,

amount m cash for such building mate
rial. Delwcen July, 1890, and Muy 1S91

432,305 brick were gotten under this
advantageous contract, and

ut ilized in the structure of I his monu-
ment toa great statesman, and as subse-
quent facts a mighty financier.

The building, like all others of its kind,
grew in stature and soon its lofty walls
liegan to overlook the foliage of the
lis said that as this dream of Mr.
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stand at a respectful distance, surveying
the approaching consummation of his
plans with a smile, almost akin to the
heavenly, illuminating his capacious
countenance.

And still the building grew! For in
July, 1891, 20,000 additional brick went
into its spacious walls; and when a little
later the turrets shone in their complet-
ed splendor in the mid-da- y sun, 'twas
said by those who knew that 86,450 other
bricks of penitentiary origin had gone
into the edifice. The future private of-

fice on the corner soon stood strong and
symmetrical in its entirety; and the spa-
cious library behind, which holds innu-
merable volumes and Charlie Spiess,
soon was the wonder of the whole New
Mexican bar. But around these all,

them in a firm embrace, were
solid walls of $3 a 1,000 brick furnished
by the territory of New Mexico.

'Tis saiil however, in holy writ, that a
day of reckoning always conies; and this
inexorable rule applies evento Thomas
15. Catron. For, some davs later, a bill
was presented reading somewhat as fol
lows :

IVc. 25, l)l.
T. It. Cut ron, Dr., to the Territory of New

Mexico:

For 432.SW brick from July. USW. to May. 1WH.

ai.uiw In Jul v, ism.
St),) brick In July, isl.

KR75fl-Tot!il- .

Bricks lit 1.1)0 per $l.fllll.3T.

It might very readily have been sus-
pected that so small an item as $1,600,
especially as a debt to another, would lie
spurned by a man who has lxien for
vears dealing in thousands ot acres in
land grants. And the course of the mat
ter justified the suspicion.

lor on rebuury 3, 1893, the territory
came to the conclusion that "waiting
was weary, too weary. Its collector
was complaining that, as a consequence
of his innumerable pilgrimages to the
shrine which Mr. Catron had erected
within the walls built of this self-sam- e

brick, his shoes wore away with tlieweek
and his salary wts wholly devoted to pay-
ing for sole-leath- Accordingly patience
ceased to be a virtue on Febuary 5, 1893,
and uiMin that day the solicitor general
tiled a suit under'the title of the territory
C'uinst It. Catron, which was

duly nuiuliereil 51,2-1- by Clerk Uoshorn.
This suit alleges that on the 31st day of
May, 18!)1, the said Catrou was then and
there indebted to the said territory for
price and value of goods sold,
and delivered by plaintiff to de-

fendant at defendant's request,
lieu. Itartlett concludes by mak-
ing the limit touching statement,
"yet defendant, not regarding his said
promises and undertakings, bus not as
yet paid said sums of money nor any or
e.iher of them noranv part thereof." Ac

In fact, he succeeded m getting an conipanying this pe.ilio.i
agreement bv which brick was to lm tur- - was a lull parucu.ur
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l.t, 1893, the case was set- lor trial on
June 2lt, 1893. The case was not tried on
that day and went over to Deeeinlxr 11,
whe.-- i it was set for trial on the 14ih.

On December 12, all the possible re-

sources for delay having been exhausted,
Mr. Catron owned up in court language
as follows:

"Case No. 3,210. Now comes the
above named defendant in his own prop- -

ron's vouth lieeauie more and more a re-- 1 er person and confesses judgement there
ality, he was accustomed ofttimes to ' in m the sum of $1,802.11, and authorizes

the clerk to enter such judgment of

"T. 15. Uatrox."
Judgment was entered up accordingly

on December 18, 1893, for that amount.
That the public may understand how

was arrived at, it is proper tostate
that interest on accounts run auer six
months from the date of the last item,
and in the absence of express agreement
the rate is 6 per cent. Accordingly, the
interest Irom January,iyz,to uecemner,
1893, was $185.84, which added to the
original debt of $1,616.27, gave the
amount of the judgment, $1,802.11.

It is, however, as all who have ever
participated in a law suit well know, one
thing to get a judgment and another
thing to get the money.

Ho the territory discovered most em-

phatically in this case ; for from Decem-
ber, 1893, up to yesterday, the judgment
rested upon the docket calmly awaiting
new developments.

These long looked for "new develop-
ments" came last Thursday at Socorro,
when Mr. Catron, having thrice spurned
the crown, finally became a willing vic-

tim and the leader of the republican
forces of '94. It is intimated by some
that one ground of his hesitancy in ac-

cepting was the fact his acceptance
would involve the payment of this debt,
which unpaid would not give a pleasant
tint to the color of his canvass.

At any rate, Mr. Catron accepted the
nomination ; Mr. Joseph got on his trail,
and as a consequence there was filed
yesterday in the clerk's oliice the follow-

ing:
No. 3,210 The judgment heretofore

recovered in the alxjve entitled action
having leen paid to the territorial treas-

urer iñ the full sum of $1,802.11 and by
him placed to the 'convicts earnings
fund, the said judgment is hereby satis-
fied and released of record.

Edwaud Ij. BAiiTi-irr- r.

Solicitor General of the territory of New
Mexico.

It would seem, however, that even in
making this tardy (satisfaction of a debt
of over three years standing, Mr. Catron
was determined that his record as a.
"dodger" should not be broken ; for it i?
worthy of remark that $1,802.11 due on
December 25!, 1893, is a gixxl deal more
than $1,802.11 due yesterday. The terri-
torial laws, with" which '.Mr. Catron
claims io lie quite familiar, are very ex-

plicit on this point. Section 1,735 of
the New Mexico laws says:

"Judgment and decrees for the pay-
ment of money shall draw the same rate
of interest with the contract on which
they are rendered."
' Now this debt liet'ore judgment drew &

per cent, so that the amount due when
Treas. l'alen receivvd$l,802.U je.sterday
was not $1,802.11, but that amount with
$81.09 additional for interest since last
December.

In his haste to pay his debts as a pre-
liminary to his campaign, Mr. Can-o-

has doubtless ignored this small amjunt
as he has persistently ignored the prin-
cipal for the last three or four years. As
for Treas. l'alen, he doubtless considers
the territory fortunate in getting any of
this money at all.

In addition to aiding the territorial
treasurer at this time, the payment of
this money by Mr. Catron yesterday
caused a thrill of ecstatic pleasure to run
through the whole circle of republican
politician ; and at this writing this thrill
is being transmitted to the henchmen in
every part of the territory. The reason
of this state of affairs is that Mr. Catron's


